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Unlucky beef dip

MEAT and Livestock Australia’s

(MLA) David Thomason's

colourful statement (“Beef label

Bill gets served”, The Land,
October 22, p9) that Richa

Torbay’s meat labelling bill “could

set the industry back 20 ye

would be amusing if it was not s

sadly misplaced.
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First, 20 years ago Australians

each ate 43.2 kilograms of
every year.

When Meat Standards Australia

beef

(MSA) was launched in 1998,
Australians ate 38kg annually.

Ten years and $75 million plus
expenditure on MBSA later, MLA
has forecast that each Australian
will eat 31.3kg of beef in 2009 an

an average of 33.2kg during the

next five years.

Last financial year the ‘total

' volume of beef consumed here
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d i because of the 24-hour transport &

i fell by almost seven per cent as i and the budget beef end, so  tough and tasteless beef the next.

! domestic consumption dropped | consumers know the quality of | That means they are less likely to

i to 33pc of production. i the beef before they decide to buy. i come back for repeat purchases..

i Meanwhile, cattle producers now i Currently consumers are being | NORMAN HUNT, B>
| receive 27.7pc less in real terms | asked to enter into alucky dips | Hunt Partners:: i

i for their cattle than they did 20
i years ago.

i Mr Torbay’s grading model,

{ based upon a model developed by i
i David Thomason and Aus-Meat |
| in 2005, encourages the continued
i uptake of MSA, with the top

i grade being restricted to MSA

{ five- and four-star and the surest
i way of making the next best grade |
i being through MSA three-star. '
] Only 12,500 of 160,000 cattle

i properties in Australia are MSA :
i accredited and, as Mr Thomason lora

i has previously pointed out, cattle i : « 01.1. gra'b
| from northern Queensland, the ¢ Brown hashadan. = LOILis. rthabout $7
i Channel Country, the Northern ' ; v
 Territory and cattle sold through
i saleyards will often make good 3
 eating but can’t be MSA graded  {’

buying good steak one week and a_

Sydney.

ser for unleaded
e need a government with some

i rules. i
i The challenge facing the

i industry is how to fill the gap

| between the existing MSA grades




